implicates an additional 'obesity-associated' intracranial process leading to skull thinning (3).
50
This process could be due to elevated intracranial pressure. Chronically elevated intracranial 51 pressure (ICP) over many years may lead to erosion of the skull, including the skull base. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS

88
Retrospective evaluation and data collection of patients were approved by the institutional 89 review boards at the University of Iowa (#201307714) and Indiana University Health <30. The temporal lobe dura was elevated and the dura and skull base defects were identified.
114
The entire floor of the middle fossa was explored including anterior petrous apex.
115
Encephaloceles were amputated and removed with bipolar electrocautry when present.
116
Reconstruction consisted of a multilayer closure with a fascia soft tissue seal on the skull base, 117 split calvarial bone grafts over bone defects and collagen matrix abutting the native dural defects. 
RESULTS
137
We examined medical records of 60 patients (65 cases) from 2 academic medical centers who have multiple areas of tegmen dehiscence ( Figure 1B) .
143
The average age was 57.5 ± 11.4 years and 68.3% of the patients were female ( 
